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The church after Gaza
Signs of the timesSigns of the timesSigns of the timesSigns of the times. . . . The church must confront its silence on the

Middle East conflict and recognize the suffering of all victims,
especially Palestinians. Addressing this is essential for maintaining
moral credibility, supporting interfaith dialogue, and continuing the
path set by Nostra Aetate.
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While global attention was focused on the U.S. elections, people continued to die

in the most dangerous, horrific war that the Middle East has seen since 1948.

Considering the United States as the center of the issue overlooks the enormity

of what is happening to the east of the Mediterranean and the widespread,

culpable indifference.           

October 7, 2023, is a caesura and periodizing date in our history. There is no

possible moral justification for what Hamas did on that day against Israel, a

brutal reflection of its appalling commitment to destroying Israel and

murdering Jews. But while Europe and the Western world in general have a well-

rehearsed response to antisemitism, their response to what happened after

October 7 has been far more problematic. Either Europe and the Western world

do not realize the extent of what is happening to the Palestinian people, or they

are in a state of moral and political denial. Or worse.

Further reading: The post- October 7 world and the 'new covenant'The post- October 7 world and the 'new covenant'The post- October 7 world and the 'new covenant'The post- October 7 world and the 'new covenant'
between Jews and Christiansbetween Jews and Christiansbetween Jews and Christiansbetween Jews and Christians

The behavior of the Israeli government and armed forces is beyond what is

morally acceptable and legally permissible. Israel continues to bomb places that

can hardly be said to be a military target or where the proportion between

military targets and civilian “collateral damage” goes beyond any understanding

of morality and legality. Civilian victims have become victims twice, thanks to

widespread mistrust—or international ignorance—of the news in wartime

propaganda. Yet, the reality of what is happening is undeniable.

Navigating religious and political tensions

Israel has a right to exist and to defend itself, and it’s hard to fathom what this

means from the quiet of the American suburbia where I write this. However,

looking back on it from the start, Israel’s action in Gaza cannot be seen solely as

a response to October 7. The ethnic supremacist undertones of Netanyahu and

his collaborators had been present long before October 7.

The narrative on the role of religions in world affairs is dominated by extremist

positions — in Islam, Judaism, Christianity, not to mention Hinduism and more

— that are too often considered the only true ones. Christians and Catholics, in

particular, must walk a very fine line. There is a significant difference between

clearly condemning the Israeli government's specific policies and the violent

sentiments held by some Christians and Catholics toward the entire State of

Israel, which often extends—implicitly or explicitly—to a broad animosity

toward all Jewish people.
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Needless to say, this goes back for millennia. It is striking — and terrifying — to

see how some radical-progressive Catholics went from Philo-Semitism in the

late 20th century to the risk of seemingly flirting, sometimes unknowingly, with

anti-Judaism and antisemitism today. The pro-Israeli stance of many

governments cannot hide the anti-Israeli aversion and sometimes the open

antisemitism, especially among those who have not yet renounced political

activism. On the other hand, there is a moral unresponsiveness, even among the

most aware and least naïve who acknowledge and defend Catholic-Jewish

dialogue as one of the most important fruits of Vatican II and the post-Vatican II

period. Their fear that critique of the State of Israel could morph into new forms

of anti-Judaism and antisemitism is real, but no excuse to sit on the sidelines as

things progressively escalate.

“The Catholic perception of the Middle East has
been shaped more by the Anglosphere, leading
to an undeclared (and occasionally declared)
Catholic Zionism that often overlooks the heavy
toll paid by innocent victims.”

Historically, the political, cultural, and ecclesiastical elites of countries

important for Catholicism, such as France and Italy, have had a different and

more intimate relationship with both Muslims and Christians in the Middle East

and the Arab world compared to Britain and the United States. In the last few

years, the Catholic perception of the Middle East has been shaped more by the

Anglosphere, leading to an undeclared (and occasionally declared) Catholic

Zionism that often overlooks the heavy toll paid by innocent victims—

particularly Muslims, but also Christians and Jews. They are simply “collateral

damage.”

A call for moral clarity

Now is the time for a moral denunciation of what is happening in Gaza, the West

Bank, and Lebanon. This is the work of far more than the Holy See. In fact, it is

not clear how much the Holy See can do. Catholics can act in ways the Vatican

and the pope cannot. Liberal-progressive Catholics, especially, are under an

obligation to give more explanations than conservative or traditionalist

Catholics. University professors at Catholic universities cannot teach about

Dorothy Day, the Berrigan brothers, liberation theology, and not teach about the

Middle East today. They cannot teach how to do theology inter-religiously

without talking about what is happening in Gaza, the West Bank, and Lebanon.

It is morally impossible to condemn “Christian nationalism” without

considering the risks of a theocratic turn in the relations between religion and

politics in the State of Israel.

This war is changing interreligious relations in ways that will continue for

decades, even for the rest of our lives. The fact that this is complicated is no

excuse and never has been for Catholic understandings of moral culpability.

Forgetting the victims has become one of the most typical moves today—and

perhaps the most subtle form of contempt. The deafening silence of Catholics on

this topic carries profound long-term consequences for the relations between

the church and Islam that will endure far longer than the effects of the vote of

Arab-American voters in the 2024 U.S. presidential election. To the historical

guilt of the European and Western Churches for the Holocaust is now added the

guilt toward the Middle East. Such a burden cannot be alleviated by the clear

and pressing need to respond always and everywhere to the return of

antisemitism.

“This war is changing interreligious relations in
ways that will continue for decades, even for the
rest of our lives. The fact that this is
complicated is no excuse and never has been for
Catholic understandings of moral culpability.”

The question for Catholics is how to raise their voices so as not to leave the

victims of the ongoing war in oblivion. It is simply wrong to expect that only the

pope and the Vatican should do it. Central to the Francis papacy has been a push

for a new vision of Global Catholicism. What is happening in the Middle East

could turn it into a graveyard of this vision for Global Catholicism, along with

many other dreams and lives. The institutional silence or hesitation of church

leaders and Catholic authorities, both clergy and lay, regarding Gaza and

Lebanon in Europe and the broader West aligns with the prevailing

interpretation in the Anglosphere and translates into a strong push for the re-

Westernization of Catholicism. The turn towards a more global church,

requiring a break from the Anglosphere and attention to a diverse and local-

global dialogical Catholic self-understanding, cannot be reduced to something

like a “diversity, equity, and inclusion” corporate program. Global Catholicism is

not about recruiting more diverse personnel. It is about diverse understandings,

ones that truly reflect global realities and not simply power plays or historical

amnesia.
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This is not the time for an ersatz orientalist nostalgia for the status of Christians

under the Ottoman Empire or in the post-World War I “mandate system.” As

Christians and Catholics, we cannot ignore or overlook what is happening in the

Middle East, especially the catastrophe facing the Palestinian people. Of course,

the caution of Catholics in taking a stand on the conflict in the Middle East must

be understood in light of their role in the history of antisemitism up to the

Holocaust. Within the Western world, Christians carry a heavy responsibility.

The most conscientious quarters know that antisemitism is alive and well and

must be fought tooth and nail. But keeping the legacy of Nostra Aetate and

continuing that path will be much more difficult, or impossible, should Catholic

voices fail to recognize that the post-October 7 war in the Middle East is one of

the signs of our times that we need to read in light of the Gospel.

Massimo Faggioli @MassimoFaggioli
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Austrian co-founder of Family
of Mary association, banned
from ministry

The Vatican has found Austrian
Father Gebhard Paul Maria Sigl,
co-founder of the Family of…
Mary, guilty of spiritual and
psychological abuse. The
former leader and spiritual
director of the international
pontifical-right association
faces multiple penalties,
including a ten-year ban on
ministry.

2h ago

Tehran’s cardinal-elect calls for
unity amid rising tensions
between Israel, Iran

Franciscan Cardinal-elect
Dominique Joseph Mathieu of
Teheran-Ispahan has urged…
world leaders to “abandon
supremacy” and embrace unity.
As tensions soar after Israeli
airstrikes on Tehran, Mathieu
insisted that “authentic
encounter” can restore hope
and stability in the region.

Pope adds Italian archbishop,
champion of the poor, to list of
new cardinals

The Vatican has announced that
Pope Francis has added
Archbishop Domenico Battagl…
of Naples, known for his social
commitment, to the list of
cardinals who will be created
during the December 7
consistory.

Laos’ small Catholic
community shows resilience
despite isolation

Faced with limited
communication and
government restrictions, Laos’…
Catholic community is resilient,
driven by local clergy and
dedicated laypeople. The head
of the Catholic Bishops
Conference of Laos and
Cambodia calls this steadfast
faith a “small miracle.”

World news 

Burkina Faso’s Djibo city
struggles under jihadist siege

In northern Burkina Faso, the
city of Djibo has been under a
jihadist blockade for two years…
Doctors Without Borders, which
has suffered multiple attacks, is
forced to suspend its
operations.

3h ago

Greek village residents pool
funds to attract new families

In this central Greek village of
Fourna, an aging population
watches as young people leave…
so residents are personally
funding efforts to bring in new
residents.

6h ago

US elections: Catholic voters
supported Trump over Harris

According to early exit polls
published by the Washington
Post November 5, Republican…
president-elect Donald Trump
received a much higher margin
of support from Catholics than
he did in 2020. Does this
represent an ideological shift
among traditionally Democrat-
leaning U.S. Catholics?

Discover the Paris Olympic
symbol set to join Notre-Dame
Cathedral

Notre-Dame de Paris will house
the Olympic and Paralympic
bell from Paris 2024, previousl…
housed at the Stade de France
national stadium during this
summer's competitions. It will
be installed, along with two
other bells, one month before
the cathedral’s reopening.

Opinions 

US elections: Donald Trump's
victory will shake the world

A majority of U.S. voters
resonated with Donald Trump's
slogan of making America…
"great" and proud again. China,
Ukraine, and Europeans are
bracing for difficult times
following his inauguration on
January 20, 2025.
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The church after Gaza

Signs of the times. The church
must confront its silence on the
Middle East conflict and…
recognize the suffering of all
victims, especially Palestinians.
Addressing this is essential for
maintaining moral credibility,
supporting interfaith dialogue,
and continuing the path set by
Nostra Aetate.

2h ago

'Pope Francis reminds us that
popular piety hasn’t
disappeared!'

After praising popular piety in
his latest encyclical, Dilexit nos,
Pope Francis is expected in…
Corsica in mid-December for a
conference on this topic. An
expert on popular piety looks at
why, despite assumptions after
Vatican II, popular piety has
never faded away.

The power of fear

In the face of various fears—
from conspiracy theories to
worries about migration—…
Maryse Quashie, a regular
columnist for La Croix
International, urges us to
understand the power of these
narratives and shift our
perspective.
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Sunday reflection: Listening to
God

November 3, 2024: THIRTY-
FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY
TIME Readings: Deuteronomy…
6: 2-6 / Psalms 18: 2-3a.3bc-4. 47.
51 / Hebrews 7: 23-28 / Mark 12:
28b-34.
All Saints' Day reflection: The
‘sanctity’ of African ancestors

November 1, 2024: SOLEMNITY
OF ALL SAINTS Readings:
Revelation 7: 2-4. 9-14 / Psalm…
24: 1b-2.3-4ab. 5-6/ / 1 John 3:1-3
/ Matthew 5: 1-12aMeditations on the mysteries
of the Rosary

Praying the Rosary, recounting
Jesus’ life through repeated
Hail Marys, invites reflection…
and quiet space, embracing the
silence between words and
personal adaptation.
Sunday reflection: When God
passes by, he leaves his mark

October 27, 2024: THIRTIETH
SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Readings: Jeremiah 31:7-9 /…
Psalm 126:1-2ab. 2cd-3.4-5.6 /
Hebrews 5: 1-6 / Mark 10:46-52.

Ethics & society 

In Benin, religious leaders
called to take their part to
"demistify breast cancer"

During Breast Cancer
Awareness Month, held each
year in October, doctors…
highlight the “very important”
role religious leaders could play
in eradicating this disease in
Benin. In thisWest African
nation, breast cancer is the
leading cause of cancer-related
deaths among women.

Africa to have 3.8 billion people
by 2100, representing one-third
of humanity

Interview with Gilles Pison,
author of Atlas of the World
Population, emeritus professo…
at the National Museum of
Natural History, and advisor to
the National Institute of
Demographic Studies, a
research institute collaborating
with national and international
academic communities.

Capital punishment numbers
in the U.S. dwindling, yet state-
sponsored killing continues

Despite declining numbers,
capital punishment persists in
the United States, with state…
governments driving executions
amid concerns over justice and
mercy. Advocates question
wrongful convictions and
botched executions, urging for a
shift toward restorative justice
to honor human dignity and
redemption.

Social media bans, a real
headache for governments

Blocking social media platforms
is a challenging task for states,
especially due to legal hurdles…
These bans can often be
circumvented.

Family & lifestyle 

Malta faces new reality as
families embrace the one-child
trend

With the lowest fertility rate in
Europe, Malta has seen a sharp
decline in the desire for…
children over recent decades, a
shift driven by deep social
transformations.
Mental health among youth a
growing concern since COVID-
19

Since the COVID-19 crisis, there
have been increasing concerns
about the deterioration of…
mental health among teenagers
and young adults.Teachers in 'irregular marital
situations' to be dismissed
from Catholic schools in DR
Congo

In the Diocese of Kindu, in
southeast DR Congo, Bishop
François Abeli Muhoya’s…
decision to dismiss teachers
who have not "regularized their
marital situation" has sparked
controversy, pitting defenders
of Catholic doctrine against
those advocating for personal
privacy.

Senegal’s lay leaders condemn
government’s 'targeting' of
Catholic schools

The debate over veils in
Catholic schools has resurfaced
in Senegal after comments by…
the prime minister, who seeks
to ban Catholic schools from
enforcing restrictions on veils.
The National Council of Laity
sees this as an “obsession”
aimed at “stigmatizing”
Catholic education.

Culture 

Why 'Conclave' is stirring
controversy among American
Catholics

The movieConclave, released in
theaters on October 25 in the
United States, has sparked…
controversy among American
Catholics.Afghan women: Art against
silence

Two months ago, the Taliban
banned Afghan women from
speaking in public. Exiled…
artists have resisted, using their
voices to advocate for women’s
rights. La Croix interviewed
three such artists who place
Afghan women at the center of
their work.

Is a 'curse' to blame for Togo's
national football team's
underperformance?

In the context of the qualifiers
for the 2025 Africa Cup of
Nations in Morocco, religious…
beliefs and spirituality are being
called upon to secure the
qualification of the Togolese
national football team.

French archbishop wants to
protect his city from 'Gates of
Darkness'

French Archbishop Guy de
Kerimel consecrates city of
Toulouse and archdiocese to t…
Sacred Heart of Jesus, amid
controversy surrounding an
urban spectacle that uses
esoteric iconography. The
opposition reveals the growing
divide between the world of
culture and a segment of
Catholics.
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